THE WORLD AHEAD

In the USA call 1-800-959-1641 for a FREE subscription.
In Australia freecall: 1800-816-543. In Canada call: 1-800-932-4264.

In New Zealand freephone: 0800-380-584. In the United Kingdom freephone: 0800-136-362.

Editorial

Cover
Story

Our Unseen ENEMY

In this tumultuous age, we are
witnessing ever-increasing acts
of violence—from our children
killing one another to internation-
al terrorists trying to kill hundreds
or thousands at a time. Are these
just random acts? Or could there
be an invisible, malignant force
manipulating these trends?

© PhotoDisc/World Ahead lllustration

Living
Christianity

Letters to
the Editor

Feature Articles

Thanksgiving... Have We

Forgotten Whom to Thank?
Turkey and dressing go with friends,
family and football on this traditional
American holiday. But that's not how
it all began. We look at the origins of
this day and Whom we really need to
thank.

The Spirit of the Law

Our second installment of a three-
part series on Christ's Sermon on

the Mount. We examine how Christ
magnified the law of God.

As Women Journey

Through Life

Modern society broadcasts one mes-
sage to women loud and clear—your
value consists of youth and beauty!
But is this how God views women?

The New World Order

Hearing about peace initiatives in Ire-
land and the Middle East, we might
think the world was finally on the
track toward lasting peace. What
does the Bible tell us about these
efforts for the years just ahead?

il

hie

Ll

November-
December 1998
Volume 6,

Issue 6

Radio/TV Log

All scriptural references are from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.

The World Ahead (USPS 012-784) (ISSN 1091-515X) is published bimonthly by the
Global Church of God, 16935 W. Bernardo Dr., San Diego, CA, U.S.A.
Copyright © 1998 Global Church of God ®. Printed in the U.S.A. All rights reserved.
Periodicals postage paid at San Diego, CA, and at additional mailing offices.
Postmaster: Send address changes to The World Ahead, P.O. Box 501111, San Diego, CA 92150-1111.

© Digital Stock

REGIONAL OFFICES

UNITED.STATES:
P.O. Box 501111
San Diego, California
92150-1111, USA
or toll free: 1-800-959-1641

AUSTRALIA:

P.O. Box 772, Canberra
ACT 2601, AUSTRALIA
or freecall: 1800-816-543
or call: (02) 6231-8166

CANADA:

R:O. - BOX'S LT,
Abbotsford, B. C.
V2S 6R7, CANADA

or toll free: 1-800-932-4264
or call: 1-604-850-8910

EUROPE:

LE SIECLE A VENIR
Allée Grand Chéniat 30,
B-6280 Loverval, BELGIUM
or call: (32) 71-218-190

GUYANA:
P.O. Box 10271
Georgetown, GUYANA
or call: (592) 02-68536

NEW.ZEALAND:

P.O. Box 2767
Auckland; NEW ZEALAND
or freephone 0800-380-584

or call: (09) 435-3592

PHILIPPINES:
M.C.P.O. Box 1774
Makati City 1257
PHILIPPINES
or call: (63) 2-813-6538

SOUTH AFRICA:

P.O. Box 1154, Ferndale 2160
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

or call: (27) 11-664-6036

UNITED KINGDOM:
P.O. Box 2111, Derby
DE1 1ZR, ENGLAND

or freephone: 0800-136-362
or call: 01-332-342-250

Find us on the Internet!
www.worldahead.org

Editor‘in Chief
Roderick C. Meredith
Editorial Director
Raymond F. McNair
Managing Editor
Gary Foster
Associate Editor
Thomas E. Robinson
Art Director
Karen Myers
Art Assistant
Donna Prejean
Business Manager
J. Edwin Pope
Circulation
Wayne Pyle
Information Systems
Sanford Beattie
Robert Carrico

EDITORIAL

Do You Know

How to “Watch”?

On the World Ahead television pro-
gram and in the pages of this magazine,
we are constantly encouraging you to
obey this command of Christ: “Watch
therefore, and pray aways that you
may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke
21:36). This instruction was given just
after Jesus had been detailing point by
point the world events that would lead
up to His Second Coming.

What are the key eventsyou should
watch for? And how should you watch
and pray?

Asmost of you know, the vast mgjority of the secular mediaupholdslib-
erd social and political ideals and rejects the concept of areal God—a God
with total power who can and will intervene in world affairs. Article after
article has appeared in different newspapers and magazines over the past few
years “making fun” of people’s religious concerns about the end of the age.
Print and broadcast journalists talk glibly about “millennial fever” and how
often people have been mided in the past. About how all the dates for
Christ’s return have thus far been proven WRONG.

What most journalists do not understand—and, in all fairness, cannot
understand—is that only those whom God is “caling” will be given true
understanding of Bible prophecy. Even among the “élect,” those who truly
surrender to obey God and let Christ live His life within them will tend to
have far more understanding. As God inspired the psalmist to tell us, “agood
understanding have all those who do His commandments” (Ps. 111:10).

As many of our longtime followers know, the overall pattern of prophe-
sied world events has been understood by the true Church of God for decades.
And world events are right on God's schedule—right according to pattern!

What, then, are the key prophetic events to watch for and how should
you watch? Jumping ahead alittle bit, some of the best tools on this earth
to help in watching are the prophetic booklets we publish and send out
absolutely FREE upon request. The booklet titled God's Intervention in
World Affairs presents the overall pattern of end-time events. America and
Britain in Prophecy is awonderful guide to help you fully understand that
the American and British-descended peoples are, in fact, descendants of
what has come to be known as the “lost Ten Tribes’ of Israel. It explains
that many awesome prophecies of the end of this age refer specifically to

Roderick C. Meredith
Editor in Chief
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ediums, channelers

and so-cdled “spiritu-

alists” are becoming

increasingly influential

in the United States
and other Western nations. For
many folks, dialing up the “psy-
chic hotling” is just a hit of
harmless fun—so they think. But
for others, the occult has become
nothing short of a rdigion! As
we will see, both approaches are
fraught with danger.

The San Diego Union-
Tribune recently reported on
this phenomenon.

“In the last year, mediums
have soared into the media spot-
light. At the forefront is the phe-
nomena success of the book
Talking to Heaven: A Medium's
Message of Life After Death, by
Los Angeles medium, James
Van Praagh. It's been on the
New York Times nonfiction best-
seller list for months.

“Using Van Praagh’s busi-
ness as an indicator, interest in
mediums is intense: During the
last year his clientele has grown
to a three-year wait for private
readings.

“In May, actress Cher
reveal ed she was using Van
Praagh to talk to her recently
deceased ex-husband, Sonny
Bono. Why the fascination? Van
Praagh said he thinks it has to
do with afailure of mainstream
religion” (July 10, 1998).

Mediums and channelers
claimto relay messagesfrom
beyond the grave to

living friends and relatives.
Unfortunately, they often give
generalized ideas of hope that
serve to confuse grieving peo-
ple who may be in a most vul-
nerable state.

When asked what his basic
message is for his clients, Van
Praagh answered, “ That thereis
no death, thereisonly life. And
that what we create in this life,
how we treat one another, is
what we'll take with us when
we pass on” (Union-Tribune).

Others have chosen a dif-
ferent route to connect with the
“great beyond.” In Pentecostal
churches throughout the land,
worshipers roll around on the
floor saying they are “dain in
the spirit.” Others talk of being
“knocked down by the power of
God.” Sixteen-year-old David
Heath said, “For me, holy
laughter is just rolling around
on the floor and having a
good time with God” (Union-
Tribune, Aug. 28, 1998).

Where It All Began

Whether we realize it or
not, the origin of many of our
ideas and philosophies is not—
as we might think—from men
themselves. Rather, so much of
what we think on afundamental
level comes directly from Satan
the Devil! Remember Van
Praagh's statement: “There is
NO DEATH, there is only
life’? Where did this idea real-
ly come from? Whether he real -
izes it or not, Van Praagh is

simply paraphrasing what
Satan said to one of our
first parents! For in
his attempt to
deceive
Eve

in the Garden of Eden, Satan told
her, “You shall not surely die

In other words, “there is no
death” !

Now the Bible—the inspired
revelation of God to mankind—tells
us the exact opposite is true. Notice
what God said to Adam and Eve
concerning the forbidden fruit:
“You shall not eat it, nor shall you
touch it lest you die” (Gen. 3:3).
Did the Creator KNOW what He
was talking about? Or should we
rather believe the reasoning and
imagination of men repeating the
philosophy of Satan the Devil?

The Word of God makes it very
clear that men can and do DIE.
“The soul who sins shall die” (Ezek.
18:4). “The wages of sin is death”
(Rom. 6:23). And “it is appointed
for men to die once, but after thisthe
judgment” (Heb. 9:27). So much for
Mr. Van Praagh’s idea.

Now what about the notion that
Christians should uncontrollably
writhe, scream, laugh and be hurled
to the ground in so-called religious
ecstasy? Thetruth isthat the biblical
revelation of how to behave in
God's presence is exactly the oppo-
site of this common Pentecostal
phenomenon. Rather than seeking
wild, uncontrolled frenzy, the Bible
says, “God is not the author of con-
fusion” (1 Cor. 14:33).

One biblical example of people
jumping, yelling or being seemingly
“dain in the spirit” is found in 1
Kings 18:17-40. Notice carefully
the actions of the prophets of the
pagan god Baal: “So they took the
bull which was given them, and they
prepared it, and called on the name
of Baal from morning eventill noon,
saying, ‘O Baal, hear us!’ But there
was no Vvoice, no one answered.
Then they leaped about the altar
which they had made. And so it was,
at noon, that Elijah mocked them
and said, ‘Cry aloud, for heisagod;
either heis meditating, or heis busy,
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or he is on ajourney, or perhaps he
is sleeping and must be awakened.’
So they cried aloud, and cut them-
selves, as was their custom, with
knives and lances, until the blood
gushed out on them. And when mid-
day was past, they prophesied until
the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice. But there was no
Voice; no one answered, no one paid
attention” (vv. 26-29).

Then, without any “leaping,”
without any “crying aloud” —not
even dlicing open his skinl—Elijah
gave abrief but heartfelt prayer. The
result? “Then the fire of the LORD
fell and consumed the burnt sacri-
fice” (vv. 36-38).

Now in this case, the Almighty
was actually proving to wicked King
Ahab and the prophets of Baal that
He alone is God. He did not permit
a response to the frenzied cries
directed toward their false god. But
that doesn't mean they never
received a response to their plead-
ings. Just like Pharaoh’s magicians
(cf. Ex. 7:11-12), and just like some
who delve into the occult today,
these prophets would sometimes
witness supernatural phenomena
caused by none other than Satan and
his demons!

If we read the Bible carefully
and prayerfully, we find that God's
true servants through the ages were
men and women of balance, wisdom
and self-control. In fact, self-control
is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit
inthelife of areal Christian (cf. Gal.
5:23). In describing the right use of
spiritual gifts, the Apostle Paul
makes a point of saying, “the spirits
of the prophets are SUBJECT to
the prophets’ (1 Cor. 14:32).

But Satan is now causing
untold thousands of human beings
to seek for God in strange and
unbiblical ways! And one of the
reasons people are so confused is
that they are not cognizant of the
reality- and- the awesome power of

Satan. An insightful comment about
this dangerous dilemma was
summed up in these profound
words, “The devil’s greatest tri-
umph liesin convincing the world
that he doesn’t exist!”

We al need to be far more
aware of the existence of a REAL
Satan and also become aware of
how the devil works to deceive sin-
cere men and women everywhere.

How Satan Operates

In His Word, God tells us that
Satan isthe ruler of thisworld (John
12:31; 14:30; 16:11). In Ephesians
2:2, Paul was inspired to describe
Satan as “the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit who now works in
the sons of disobedience” Satan
actually exerts his will by “broad-
casting” evil thoughts and urges
through the atmosphere! Thisishow
he works in those who disobey God.

The Bible aso tells us that the
actual “god” most people worship—
the real spirit being guiding and
influencing this human society—is
none other than Satan himself! “But
even if our gospe is veled, it is
veiled to those who are perishing,
whose minds the god of this age has
blinded, who do not believe, lest the
light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine onthem” (2 Cor. 4:3-4).

This malignant being definitely
IS broadcasting his attitudes, feel-
ings and lusts through this world’s
atmosphere to human societies and
religions in order to confuse and
deceive the “whole world.” He is
influencing the creation of vile, per-
verted films and television shows
that undermine righteous standards
and decency throughout most of the
world. Heis causing clever but terri-
bly misguided writers, directors and
producers to insert more and more
violence, lust and even hopel essness
into the programming watched by



hundreds of millions of susceptible
young people throughout the West-
ern World. Ancther tactic particular-
ly aimed at teens and young adultsis
the rebellious and self-destructive
mood projected by so much of
today’s music.

The Gospel accounts tell of
another tactic Satan employs against
mankind. We find that he knows the
Scriptures—inside out! And he even
had the audacity to quote Scripture
to the very Author of the Bible, Jesus
Christ! “Then the devil took Him up
into the holy city, set Him on the pin-
nacle of thetemple, and said to Him,
‘If You are the Son of God, throw
Yourself down. For it iswritten: “He
shall give His angels charge over
you,” and, “In their hands they shall
bear you up, lest you dash your foot
against a stone”’” (Matt. 4:5-6).
Satan accurately quoted from Psalm
91:11-12. But he misrepresented and
twisted the meaning of these verses.
This psalm explains the principle
that God keeps us from harm we
cannot foresee. But Satan wanted
Christ to pridefully focus inwardly
and EXALT Himself by reason of
this scripture. Christ, knowing the
real meaning, rebuked Satan and
refused to improperly “tempt” God
(Matt. 4:7).

Next, Satan offered Jesus “all
the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these
things | will giveYou if You will fall
down and worship me'” (vv. 8-9).
Christ acknowledged that the king-
doms of this world were indeed
under Satan’s control. He did not
dispute Satan’s current rule over
man’s governments!

Rather, Jesus knew the spiritual
principles involved and correctly
applied the appropriate scripture,
saying, “Away with you, Satan! For
it is written, ‘ You shall worship the
LORD your God, and Him only you
shall serve'” (v. 10). Christ chose to
obey His Father and receive His

reward from Him in God's time and
in God's way.

Later, when accused of using
Beelzebub—another name for the
devil—to cast out demons, Jesus
said, “Every kingdom divided
against itself is brought to desola-
tion, and every city or house divided
against itself will not stand. If Satan
casts out Satan, heis divided against
himself. How then will his kingdom
stand?’ (12:25-26).

The Great Deceiver

Satan does have a kingdom! As
we have seen, he is the invisible
“god” of thisworld (2 Cor. 4:4). He
is the arch deceiver of men and
nations. “So the great dragon was
cast out, that serpent of old, called
the Devil and Satan, who deceives
the whole world; he was cast to the
earth, and his angels were cast out
with him” (Rev. 12:9).

Satan is the spirit being who
will powerfully influence and per-
haps finally even possess a soon-to-
come, charismatic political dictator.
This dictator will seduce a mighty
world superpower arising in a
revived, militant and united Europe.
Amazing, but true. Satan will be the
god who animates and empowers
the false religious system that will
undergird this world-dominating
economic and military power! Don't
just believe what we write and take
our word for it. Look at the Biblefor
yourself! (cf. 13:1-4).

When Jesus spoke about the
various religious leaders of His day,
He condemned them for their
hypocrisy. These ecclesiastical fig-
ures made a pretense of being godly,
yet refused to follow the spiritual
intent of God's law. Jesus attributed
to them Satan’s own character, using
the analogy that since their father
was Satan, they would behave just
like him. The devil lies. So who
should be surprised if his*“children”

do the sasme—preaching a perverted
gospel of deception and falsehood.

It is important to grasp the fact
that Satan is the very father of lies.
He continually and cleverly deceives
mankind—as do his servants. Infact,
lying is so common that some peo-
ple find it easier to deceive than to
tell the truth—exactly according to
Satan’s plan!

As part of hisorganized conspir-
acy to thwart God and overthrow His
great purpose for mankind, Satan
has his own ministers! Paul warned
the Christians of his day about a
coming great deception. That warn-
ing is even more applicable to our
time now: “For if he who comes
preaches another Jesus whom we
have not preached, or if you receive
adifferent spirit which you have not
received, or adifferent gospel which
you have not accepted; you may well
put up with it!” (2 Cor. 11:4).

Paul continues his warning,
“For such are false apostles, deceit-
ful workers, transforming them-
selves into apostles of Christ. And
no wonder! For Satan himself
transforms himself into an angel
of light. Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also transform
themselves into ministers of right-
eousness, whose end will be accord-
ing to their works’! (vv. 13-15).

Deceived waorshipers think that
Satan’s ministers are preaching the
true Gospel. But they actually
preach “another Jesus’ and have a
“different gospel.” It's up to each
one of us to genuinely study the
Bible and prove what Jesus and the
early apostles taught and practiced.
To help you do so, please write for
our free booklet, Christianity’'s
Greatest Deception.

An Unseen Battle Rages On

Satan has agreat deal moreto do
with world affairs than most people
realize. As the end of this age

approaches, he will intervene all the
more as he sees histime running ouit.

We find that God sent an angel
to encourage the Prophet Daniel
after he had been fasting to seek
greater understanding (Dan. 10:10-
12). The angel gave Daniel some
remarkable information about why
it took so long for his prayersto be
answered. “But the prince of the
kingdom of Persia [an evil spirit]
withstood me twenty-one days;
and behold, Michael, one of the
chief princes [a righteous angel],
cameto help me, for | had been left
alone there with the kings of Per-
sia’ (v. 13).

Later, this same angel recounted
more details of the unseen spiritual
world. “Then he said, ‘ Do you know
why | have cometo you? And now |
must return to fight with the prince
of Persia; and when | have gone
forth, indeed the prince of Greece
[another evil spirit] will come. But |
will tell you what is noted in the
Scripture of Truth. No one upholds
me against these, except Michael
your prince’” (vv. 20-21).

Clearly, this passage is speaking
of SPIRIT WARS! It is describing
the battles that go on behind the
affairs of men in the unseen spirit
world. The angel speaking to Daniel
was describing this battle among
spirits wherein even the great
archangel Michael (cf. Dan. 12:1)
had to be called in for assistance!

Just before the Great Tribula-
tion begins, Satan will make one
last-gasp direct assault upon God
Himself! We read of this awesome
war of spirits in Revelation 12.
First, John describes ancient |srael
bringing forth the Christ child (vv.
1-4) and His subsequent resurrec-
tion and ascension to heaven (v. 5).
John next describes how the true
Church of God—the “little flock”
(cf. Luke 12:32)—had to flee to the
wilderness during the Dark Ages to
escape persecution. Then—for the
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entire rest of the chapter—God
reveals to us a coming spirit battle
wherein Satan, because he knows
that he has only a “short time” left,
hurls himself and his demon armies
against God and His angels. After
Satan is defeated and cast back
down to this earth, he grievously
PERSECUTES the “woman”—now
meaning spiritual Israel. The spiri-
tual Israglites are they “who keep
the commandments of God and
have the testimony of Jesus
Christ” (Rev. 12:17). At this time,
Satan will be filled with great wrath
against God's faithful Church. It
will be atime of human warfare and
spiritual persecution unparalleled
in human history! During this com-
ing holocaust, only those who live
by the true Christian faith will
remain steadfast. “Here is the
patience of the saints; here are those
who keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus’ (14:12).

Overcoming the Enemy

God is now calling selected
individuals, His “elect,” to replace
Satan and his demons. Why? To
eventually rule this earth under
Jesus Christ! Those who make it
will have an opportunity—as part
of the Kingdom or Government of
God—to bring genuine peace and
joy to this earth at last. But only the
“overcomers’ will be accounted
worthy. “And he who overcomes,
and keeps My works until the end,
to him | will give power over the
nations; ‘He shall rule them with a
rod of iron; they shall be dashed to
pieces like the potter’s vessels'; as
| also have received from My
Father” (2:26-27).

True Christians must overcome
their own selfish nature, the
pulls of this present evil
world and the influence of
Satan. How can we do
this?

First, we must come to under-
stand that both God and Satan are
REAL. “But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him”
(Heb. 11:6). We will never overcome
if we do not seek God with all our
hearts. Knowing also that Satan is
real, we must obey God and follow
His instructions in how to resist this
evil spirit. “Therefore submit to
God. Resist the devil and he will
flee from you”! (James 4:7).

Moreover, we must be constant-
ly aware that there is a genuine spir-
it BATTLE going on for control of
our minds and control of our lives!
So we must be alert. We must be
strong. We must be on our
knees continually in fervent
prayer to God for true
understanding—and for
the spiritual strength,
faith and LOVE to
serve the Almighty
and to resist Satan.
For true spiritual
understanding and
knowledge, we
must really study
God’'s inspired
Word—the
Holy Bible (2
Tim. 2:15
KJV). We
must
also
medi-
tate




, n the fourth Thursday in
. November, Americans across
the country will enjoy more
than 45 million turkeys, 55 million
pumpkin pies and 80 million pounds of
cranberriesl More than 80 million
viewerswill turn on their television sets
and watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day parade, live from New York City.
And the National Football League will
dominate the rest of this day’s televi-
sion scheduling, as we watch the
Detroit Lions and the Dallas Cowboys
battling their opponents in what we
hope will be games that bear on the var-
ious playoff races. All the while, Amer-
icans can sit back and stretch to relieve
the discomfort caused by one-too-many
mouthfuls of turkey and Mom's “spe-
cia dressing.”

But that’s not how Thanksgiving
Day began.

In September 1620, Christopher
Jones piloted a small ship beyond the
shores of England. In July, its 102 pas-
sengers had come from Holland, where
they had spent the previous 12 years
fleeing English religious persecution.
On board the Mayflower, they hoped
for anew beginning—in a new land.
Instead, the first winter in Ply-
mouth colony brought death to fully
half the colonists. But the summer of
1621 brought renewed hope. With an
ever-present faith in God’s protection
and blessing, the colonists reaped a
bountiful summer harvest. Governor
William Bradford, who coined the term
“pilgrims’” for the newcomers in his
History, issued a decree proclaiming a

three-day feast to thank God in cel-
ebration and prayer for His protec-
tion and blessing that year.

But even this isn't the first
instance of celebrating thanks to
God in our history. The tradition of
giving thanks to the Almighty for
protection and blessing goes back
deep into our nationa heritage. If
you are a regular reader of The

World Ahead, you're familiar with

the modern-day identity
of lsrael. You're aware
that modern Anglo-
Saxon countries (i.e. the
United States, Great
Britain, Australia, New
Zealand and Canada)
carry the ancient
birthright blessings of
Joseph, one of the sons
of Jacob. For moreinfor-
mation on this topic,
please call or write for
our free brochure, Amer-
ica and Britain in Prophecy.

The ancient Israelites—our
ancestors—carried out similar tradi-
tions, minus the turkey and football!
Let's take a look at an ancient her-
itage of thanksgiving.

Israel Gives Thanks

The nation of Israel had just been
freed from cruel davery in Egypt that
had lasted for generations. God
brought the children of Israel out of
Egypt with a series of miracles that
humbled the Egyptians, even as the

Israglites had been humbled in their
davery (Ex. 7-11). Perhapsit wasn't
until they had been saved from the
wrath of Pharaoh and his army—
through the miracle of the Red Sea
parting—that the full impact of what
happened redlly began to sink in.
“But the children of Israel had
waked on dry land in the midst of
the sea, and the waterswere awall to
them on their right hand and on their

left. So the LORD saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the seashore. Thus Isradl saw the
great work which the LORD had
done in Egypt; so the people feared
the LORD, and believed the LORD
and His servant Moses’ (14:29-31).
What follows in the next chapter
is the Song of Moses—a song of
praise and thanksgiving to God. The
Israclites desperately needed God's
help to save them from being driven
back to Egypt in chains, and He
had protected them. “Moses and the

U hanksgiving...

Have We Forgotten Whom to Thank?

children of lsrael sang this song to
the LORD, and spoke, saying: ‘I will
sing to the LORD, for He has tri-
umphed glorioudly!... He has become
my salvation; He is my God, and |
will praise Him'” (vv. 1-2).

Later, after lapsing into the idol-
atrous worship they had learned in
Egypt—complete with a golden
caf—the Israglites were humbled by
God'sanger at their sin. When Moses
announced the construc-
tion of a tabernacle for
worshiping the true God,
they showed their grati-
tude for God's forgive-
nesswith an overwhelm-
ing response. “Then all
the craftsmen who were
doing al the work of the
sanctuary came, each
from the work he was
doing, and they spoke to
Moses, saying, ‘The
people bring much more
than enough for the service of the
work which the LORD commanded
ustodo’” (36:4-5).

Forty years after leaving Egypt,
the Israelites entered the land of
Canaan. Unfortunately, they quickly
fell into a pattern of religious and
political confusion that lasted for
more than 200 years. Even under the
rule of Saul, their first human king,
instability still reigned. Because of
his character problems, the land
continued to suffer. Finally, under
the leadership of David, peace came
to the people of Israel. The ark—the
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centerpiece of the tabernacle in the
wilderness that provoked such an
outpouring of generosity during the
days of Moses—was placed in the
new tabernacle that David built. The
Israelites were filled with gratitude
for God's blessing—the newfound
peace and protection in the land.
“Thus all Israel brought up the ark
of the covenant of the LORD with
shouting and with the sound of the
horn, with trumpets and with cym-
bals, making music with stringed
instruments and harps.... Then they
offered burnt offerings and peace
offerings before God” (1 Chron.
15:28-16:1).

Then, in true Thanksgiving
form, the people ate. David “ distrib-
uted to everyone of Israel, both man
and woman, to everyone a loaf of
bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of
raising’ (16:3). “And he appointed
some of the Levites to minister
before the ark of the LORD, to com-
memorate, to thank, and to praise
the LORD God of Isragl” (v. 4).

At this time, David presented a
new psam to the Levite musicians.
“Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call
upon His name; Make known His
deeds among the peoples!... Oh, give
thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever....
And al the people said, ‘Amen!’ and
praised the LORD” (vv. 8, 34-36).

Thanksgiving to God is a theme
that runs deep through the history of
our people. And it certainly has been
part of our more recent heritage as a
nation.

Thanksgiving in America

Fifty-five years after the first
recorded Thanksgiving celebration,
members of the governing council of
Charlestown, Massachusetts, held a
meeting to decide the best way to
give thanks to God for the secure
establishment of their community.
On June 20, 1676, they unanimously
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voted to instruct Edward Rawson,
the clerk, to proclaim June 29 as a
day of thanksgiving. We can ill
read the words of that First Thanks-
giving Proclamation:

“The Holy God having by along
and Continua Series of hisAfflictive
dispensations... brought to pass bitter
things against his own Covenant peo-
ple in this wilderness, yet so that we
evidently discern that in the midst of
his judgements he hath remembered
mercy.... It certainly bespeaks our
positive Thankfulness, when our
Enemies arein any measure disap-
pointed or destroyed; and fearing
the Lord should take notice under
so many Intimations of his return-
ing mercy, we should be found an
Insensible people, as not standing
before Him with Thanksgiving, as
wdll as lading him with our Com-
plaints in the time of pressing
Afflictions:

“The Council has thought meet
to appoint and set apart the 29th day
of this instant June, as a day of
Solemn Thanksgiving and praise to
God for such his Goodness and
Favour, many Particulars of which
mercy might be Instanced... that the
Lord may behold us as a People
offering Praise and thereby glorify-
ing Him.”

George Washington penned a
similar Thanksgiving Proclamation
on October 3, 1789. After the hirth
of a new nation, and a desperate
struggle to survive, the delegates of
the new congress urged President
Washington to issue a proclamation
assigning Thursday, November 26,
“to be devoted by the people of these
States to the service of that great and
glorious Being who is the beneficent
author of all the good that was, that
is, or that will be; that we may then
al unite in rendering unto Him our
sincere and humble thanks for His
kind care and protection of the peo-
ple of this country previous to their
becoming a nation.”
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The tradition of Thanksgiving
continued in many areas, but did not
receive national recognition again
until almost 80 years later. In 1863,
President Abraham Lincoln issued the
first presidential proclamation setting
aside a national day of Thanksgiving
on the last Thursday in November. He
began his proclamation by reminding
Americansthat “the year that is draw-
ing toward its close has been filled
with the blessings of fruitful fieldsand

hedlthful skies” It was an encourag-
ing note, considering that the Civil
War was in its third terrible year.
Before the war was over, haf a mil-
lion Americans would die. But it was
atime to look to God for blessings,
and to ask for His protection.

Once again, thistradition of giv-
ing thanks to God as a nation is a
part of our heritage. There is a dark
side to this tradition, however.

A Darker Side

If we go back to the story of
ancient Israel, we learn that their
attitude of thankfulness to God
never lasted very long.

The people were extremely
grateful to the Almighty after He'd
saved them from the wrath of
Pharaoh. Yet within a matter of
days, they were willing to sacrifice
burnt offerings to an image of an
animal, agolden caf (Ex. 32). This,
after God had specifically told them
not to make any images for worship
(cf. 20:4-6).

This same pattern emerges dur-
ing and after King David's reign.
The Israelites wholeheartedly joined
Davidin giving thanksto God. They
had good reason to, since peace and
prosperity had finally been realized
after generations of confusion and
foreign domination. And under the
reign of King Solomon, David's
son, the land of Israel prospered to
an even greater extent.

“Judah and Israel were as
numerous as the sand by the seain
multitude, eating and drinking and
rejoicing.... And Judah and lsrael
dwelt safely, each man under his
vineand hisfig tree, from Dan asfar
as Beersheba, all the days of
Solomon” (1 Kings 4:20-25).

By thetime of Solomon’s death,
however, thankfulness to God for
the overwhelming prosperity of the
land was aready being forgotten.
Within a few short years, the king-
dom had been torn in two. The
northern tribes soon dlipped back
into pagan idolatry—showing their
“thankfulness’ to golden calves set
up in Bethel and Dan! (12:29).

When America Gave Thanks

If we take a closer look at
Thanksgiving in American history,
we find a similar pattern. As we've
seen, the Plymouth Colony’s
Thanksgiving celebration of 1621
followed a grisly winter—as fully
half of the Pilgrimsin the group had
perished. Like men lost at sea, they
were desperate for God's interven-
tion on their behalf, and they appre-
ciated the protection He granted.

The firgt Thanksgiving proclama-
tion, issued in Charlestown, Massa-
chusetts, in 1676, came during atime
of struggle. Hunger and disease were
the colonists ever-present compan-
ions. There was constant fear of attack
from Indians. Despite their adversi-
ties, though, these colonists recog-
nized that they owed thanks to God.

They knew that their brothers back in
England had suffered terribly during
the previous decade. The first disaster
struck in 1664 as the Great Plague—
thelast, and worst, outbreak of bubon-
ic plague. More than 75,000 people
diedin London aone. The second dis-
aster began on September 2, 1666,
with a fire in a bakery near London
Bridge. By the time the fire had been
extinguished seven days later, most of
the city, including 13,000 houses and
84 churches, had been destroyed. So
despite their own hardships, the Mass-
achusetts colonists were thankful for
God having spared them from these
catastrophes.

George Washington's Thanks-
giving proclamation came after
another period of economic and
political difficulties. The Revolu-
tionary War had brought hardship
throughout the colonies, with men
lost, property destroyed and families
torn apart.

Perhaps Abraham Lincoln’s
Thanksgiving Proclamation most
clearly reflects the desperate straits
Americans would “wait for” before
honoring the Lord their God. For by
the time the Civil War was over, one
out of every 20 males over the age of
14 had been struck down in battle, or
from the diseases that accompanied
that war. In 1860, the top 5% of the
population owned half the nation’s
wealth, while the bottom half owned
but 1% of it. More than 80% of the
population lived in rural areas—the
majority of them working as field
hands, day laborers, haulers, lifters
or slaves. Many were in debt and in
poor hedth. During the month that
President Lincoln issued his Thanks-
giving Proclamation, the bakers of
San Francisco went on strike. As a
job benefit, they demanded a 12-
hour workday with Sundays off!
They weren't successful, so back to
work they went—15-hour days,
seven days a week.

It was a harsh time, yet they

hoped for prosperity, and thanked
God for the meager blessings they
enjoyed. The most earnest Thanks-
giving celebrations followed tough
times. Perhaps this is somewhat nat-
ural. But how much better might
things have been if our ancestors
had kept God's blessings and pro-
tectioninmind at all times? It seems
that when we're too prosperous, we
forget to be thankful to God!

Modern Material
Thanksgiving

In 1920, Gimbels Department
store in Philadelphia organized the
first Thanksgiving Day parade. Santa
Clauswas featured asthe main attrac-
tion! In 1924, both Hudson's in
Detroit, and Macy’sin New York City
did the same. In the Macy’s parade,
the first balloons were used, featuring
a dragon, an eephant, a toy soldier
and Felix the Cat. Many stores began
to use Thanksgiving as an official
springboard for Chrissmas sdes. In
fact, in 1939 commercid interests, led
by the head of Ohio's Federated
Department store, managed to per-
suade President Franklin Roosevelt to
move Thanksgiving from November
30 to November 23 in order to add six
additional shopping days before
Christmas. In 1941, Thanksgiving
was permanently set as the fourth
Thursday in November, to ensure four
full weeks of Christmas shopping. It
was no wonder, then, that some began
to cal the day “Franksgiving.” Today,
with the day after Thanksgiving being
the biggest shopping day of the year,
it appears that prosperity has changed
our priority from giving thanksto God
to shopping till we drop!

Maybe this change in the whole
focus toward Thanksgiving marked
the beginning of achange in our atti-
tude toward God. Perhapsit's not too
late to refocus.

(continued on page 29)
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The Marriage Covenant

Only one couple in human history had the chance for a perfect marriage. Indeed,
God Himself made every physical preparation for their happiness. He personally
instructed them in the basics of married life and envisioned an ongoing, mentoring
relationship between Himself and the couple. But Adam and Eve abruptly and tragi-
cally forfeited their opportunity by disobeying their Creator! They ate from the one
tree He had forbidden them access to—setting in motion conditions that have
plagued mankind ever since: enmity, pain, sorrow, curses, toil.

Four thousand years after He expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden,
God again walked the earth with mankind. Mark 10 records the Creator, now in the
Person of Jesus Christ, discussing with the Pharisees the subjects of marriage and
divorce. At that time the Jews generally accepted divorce. Perhaps it’s not surprising,
then, that the Pharisees debated endlessly about what constituted proper grounds for
divorce. The Pharisees hoped to trap Jesus into stating something unscriptural. We
~ find this account in Mark 10.

3 One such encounter pitted some of their leading religious authorities against our
‘Savior, Jesus Christ.

“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”” the Pharisees asked.

“What did Moses command you?” Christ replied.

“Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away,” they

- said.

Christ pointed out that although God had allowed Moses to provide for divorce,
_ it was because of their sinful, hard-hearted nature. In point of fact, however, the
~Almighty never intended for husbands and wives to divorce, nor does He approve of

. it. Jesus reminded them that God had created man and woman and designed mar-
riage for a specific purpose: “But from the beginning of creation, God made them
- male and female. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh; so then they are no longer two, but

~_one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate” (vv. 2-9).

Puzzled by His words, the disciples questioned Christ, saying, “If this is the situa-

 tion between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry” (Matt. 19:10). In fact,

Christ agreed that some should not marry. But those who do should accept God’s
intent for marriage and live by it.
From the beginning, God intended for marriage to be a covenant relationship. In
the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, the Prophet Malachi rebuked Jewish men for divorc-
ing their wives. The Lord “no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them
with pleasure from your hands.... He is acting as the witness between you and the
wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her though she is your part-
. ner, the wife of your marriage covenant” (Mal. 2:14). In Proverbs 2:17 Solomon
- describes the strange, licentious woman as one who “left the partner of her youth and
- _ignored the covenant she made before God.” Commentators state that this covenant
is a marriage vow, and the adulterous woman violated “her pledge of fidelity”’ (Exposi-
tors Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 914). Jeremiah and Ezekiel both refer to God estab-
lishing a marriage covenant with Israel. “I swore an oath to you and entered into a
covenant with you... and you became Mine” (Ezek. 16:8; cf. Jer. 31:32).
In today’s age of deception, perjury, falsification, cover-up and contracts with
unreadable “fine print,” we don’t grasp the solemnity of making a covenant with
Almighty God. A covenant is a formal promise between God and the involved
partles to “enter into a special kind of relationship” (Oxford Dictionary of
Jew1sh Religion, p. 178), created for the benefit of all parties. When God

makes a covenant with man He invests His perma-
nence, His faithfulness and His power in the agree-
ment. When the covenant is ratified, God commits
Himself to act in the best interests of all (Rom. 8:28).

When a minister of God presides at the wedding
of a true Christian couple, he oversees the establish-
ment of a formal, binding covenant between God and
the man and woman. The husband and wife are asked
to promise some specific things to God and each
other:

“Do you (husband) faithfully promise and
covenant with God in the presence of these witnesses to
take (name of financée) to be your lawful wedded wife
for as long as you both
shall live, to love her,
cherish her, honor her, i
and provide for her? ‘

“Do you (wife)
faithfully promise and
covenant with God in
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severely—as in the example of the Pharisees, who
had no vision of the potential for marriage and gave
themselves over to quibbling about divorce. Chris-
tians today may find themselves starting down the
wrong track—pointing the accusing fingers of
Scripture at their mates (cf. Eph. 5; 1 Peter 3),
complaining to one another about their spouse’s
failure to comply with scriptural obligations. Some
may seek to put “ministerial pressure” on a mate by
asking for sermons on “submission” or “the duties
of a husband/wife.” Other wrong approaches
include ignoring the symptoms of a stressed mar-
riage or heaping blame upon oneself.
All of these cours-
es of action herald a
2 breakdown between
ﬁl s two of the three
covenanting parties—
the husband and wife.
God, however, never

the presence of these A Tt : T p D breaks down. An
witnesses, to take eason e ma - ;*a"‘i'% h gw experienced Christian
(name of financé) to i .‘:‘é.ﬁ;".ﬁ‘_ﬂ‘, ;jj’- friend, minister or
be your lawful wedded - lather ane meter ane be %{él counselor can some-
husband for as long as A ‘gined ta = =n0 %ﬁfa o times help a stressed
you both shall live, to iﬁ%f 4 i 3. e 3 Pk i '"iglg couple begin to com-
love him, cherish him, #"'!': 2peco 2 ) -"’v.';‘;' municate respectfully
honor him, and as God Lothe 2\ alic e lenoe 0 J and honestly with one
has ordained to be sub- ﬁt ® one fles arafore = { another and move
ject unto him? i s back toward honoring
God, knowing per- i DOHIGESH OINERITOOEULE = 'ﬁ their covenant. But
fectly what the husband , Ot A Separate X no outside party can
and wife bring to their ; LTa 17 “solve” the problem
Ui6 3 of a troubled mar-

union, invests Himself ' =
in fulfilling the purpose :

for marriage: creating a Bl st e

one-flesh entity that

reflects the love Christ

and the Father have for one another. When husbands
live by their covenant promise and make sure their
wives feel loved, cherished, honored and cared for,
and when wives live by their covenant promise and
make their husbands feel loved, cherished, honored
and respected, then God does His transforming work
of making the two into one.

In this sense, marriage is like conversion—a
process. From two separate, self-interested individu-
als, God fashions one entity. Just as individual
Christians become more like Christ through conver-
sion and demonstrate the fruit of the Holy Spirit, a
marriage “on track” to becoming one flesh will be
characterized by love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and order (cf.
Gal. 5:22-23).

Marriages can become sidetracked—sometimes

F: riage, since the
covenant was not
made with the out-
sider. God wants each

marriage to work in tandem with the conversion of

each mate. Christ reminded His disciples that it was
not necessary to marry, but those who elected to
take on the joys and rewards of having a spouse
needed to do so with full understanding of God’s

intent (Matt. 19:11-12).

Many years ago Mr. Herbert Armstrong, our pre-
decessor in this Work of God, observed that “marriage
is a God-plane relationship.” He understood that the
Creator covenants with Christians to transform their
human unions into something truly significant, dis-
tinct from every other marriage, just as Chris-
tians themselves are distinct from one
another. God would make them “one .
flesh,” an entity to reflect, for a brief "
moment in time, a hint of His
incredible love!
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id Jesus Christ teach that obedience to God's law is nec-
essary for salvation? Most professing Christians would
emphatically answer “NQO”! But are they right? What did
Jesus Himself say? Do the commandments of the Old

Testament remain valid for New Testament Christians?

The New Testament application of God's Law and the true
Christian’s response to it will be in the spotlight in this the sec-
ond installment of our three-part series on the Sermon on the
Mount. In our last issue, we discussed the beatitudes—statements
by Christ revealing the way to true happiness and lasting fulfill-
ment. We now continue our examination of this Sermon—found
in Matthew 5-7—which is undoubtedly the most important sec-
tion of the entire Bible!

The Hebrew Scriptures, commonly called the Old Testament,
point beyond themselves to a further and fuller revelation from
Almighty God. Moses, the author of the first five books of the
Bible—called the Torah—testified in Deuteronomy 18:15 that
the Eternal God would, at some future time, raise up in Israel “a
prophet like unto me.” In the closing words of this book, append-
ed to the account of Moses' death and burial in chapter 34, isthe
statement, “And there arose not aprophet since in Israel like unto
Moses’ (v. 10 KJV). This statement is traditionally understood to
have been added by Ezra the Priest, who put the canon of the Old
Testament into itsfinal form. Clearly, there wasto arise a prophet
comparable to Moses, but, at the close of the Old Testament peri-
od, that prophet had not yet come.

What was unique about Moses? For one thing, God dealt with
Moses “faceto face” (v. 10). Moreover, M oses was the mediator of
the covenant between God and Israel (Ex. 19-20). We also must
consider that Moses had the rank of lawgiver (John 7:19). While
subsequent prophets might have expounded upon the law that God
had given through Moses, none pretended to speak with the same
authority or to give additional law. After the days of Ezra and

> Nehemiah, in the time of
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King Artaxerxes, the Jews recognized that the canon of
Hebrew Scripture was closed. The first-century Jewish
priest and historian, Flavius Josephus, bears witness to
thisin his book Against Apion (chap. |, sec. 8).

Just as the last statements of the Torah bear witness
to aspecia prophet yet to come, so also does the prophet-
ic book of Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament. It
speaks of a preiminary messenger preparing the way
before the “messenger of the covenant.” This Messenger
of the Covenant was to suddenly come to His temple and
was prophesied to cleanse and to purge (v. 3).

Role of Jesus Christ

When Christ came, just over four centuries after the
days of Malachi, He was not simply another teacher of
the law. Rather, He came as the Mediator of the New
Covenant (Heb. 8:6). He was, moreover, the Messenger
of the Covenant prophesied by Malachi. And Christ tells
us that He alone had directly seen the Father (John 6:46)
and had been sent by Him with a message. “| have come
in My Father’'sname,” Jesus declared (5:43). He went on
to tell His listeners, “For if you believed Moses, you
would believe Meg; for he wrote about Me” (v. 46).

Additionally, Jesus Christ came as a Lawgiver. He
made clear in the Sermon on the Mount that His words
superseded anything His listeners had ever heard
before. But did Jesus, as Lawgiver, somehow “do away”
with the law that had been given through Maoses many
centuries earlier? Thisisacrucia question that has been
greatly misunderstood by most professing Christians.

As we have already noted, Jesus Christ brought a
message from the Father (Acts 10:36). That message is
described as the Good News of the Kingdom of God
(Mark 1:14). It contained the announcement of the New
Covenant, which had been directly prophesied by
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Jeremiah (Jer. 31:31). And the very essence of the New
Covenant is that God will write His laws into the
hearts and minds of those who will ultimately inher-
it His Kingdom! (v. 35; cf. Heb. 8:10).

In Exodus 21-23, Moses gave statutes and judg-
ments that applied the principles of the Ten Command-
ments to the civil government of the nation of Isradl. It
was anation that didn’t really have aheart to abey (Deut.
5:29). In the judgments rendered in Exodus 21 and 22,
the key word is “if.” “IF someone does this, then hereis
what you do,” Moses told them. Nevertheless, the basis
of God's covenant with | srael was His great spiritual law,
summed up in the Ten Commandments (Deut. 4:13).

Just as Moses gave statutes and judgments at the
inception of the Old Covenant, so also did Jesus Christ
when He began announcing the New Covenant. The
Sermon on the Mount is Christ's summary of what is
involved for those who would participate in this New
Covenant and eventually inherit the Kingdom of God.

Fulfilling the Law

“Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill,”
Jesus told His disciples (Matt 5:17). Of course, most
professing Christians—theol ogians included—do think
that Christ came to in some way weaken or counter-
mand the obligations of the law.

The Greek term trand ated “ destroy” is kataluo, which
means to loosen, disintegrate or demolish (The New Eng-
lishman's Greek Concordance and Lexicon, 1982, p. 474).
In Matthew 24:2, this word is trandated “thrown down,”
when Jesus spoke to His disciples of the utter destruction
that would occur to the temple.

Clearly, then,

-




according to Matthew 5:17 above, Christ did not come
to throw down the law.

He went on to say that He was coming to “fulfill.”
Now what did He mean by that statement? The Greek
word used is pleroo, which literally means “to fill up.”
It isused in Matthew 13:48 to describe a net filled with
fish. So once again, when Christ referred to fulfilling
the law, He certainly didn't mean He was “throwing it
away”! Rather, He indicated that He would fill it up to
the very brim! He would reveal its full meaning and
intent. And that's exactly what He proceeded to do for
those who heard Him.

In Matthew 5:20, Christ told His listeners, “For |
say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” The Phar-
isees prided themselves on their scrupulous and
meticulous observance of the law. The scribes wrote
out copies of the law and taught it to others. Yet,
according to Christ, we must go far beyond them in
obedience or we won't even be in the Kingdom of
God. How is that possible?

For all the attention paid to the law by the Pharisees,
they missed the whole point of what God was after.
They added many of their own “dos and don’ts’ to
God's commands, but often failed to perceive His intent.
In fact, they missed it by a country mile! Much of the
time they sought loopholes to avoid fulfilling even as
much of the spirit and intent of the law asthey did under-
stand. This is made evident in Christ’s scathing indict-
ment of these religious leaders in Matthew 23. He told
them, “For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cum-
min, and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to
have done, without leaving the others undone’! (v. 23).
He went on to tell them that they strained at gnats while
swallowing camels (v. 24). Truly, they couldn't see the
spiritual forest for the physical trees!

Under the New Covenant, God’s law, which reflects
His very nature, isto be written in our hearts and minds
by His Spirit. God’s grace makes it possible for our sins
to be wiped out through the shed blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Based upon faith, repentance and baptism,
God then imparts His Spirit to the new believer (Acts
2:38). He or she is now begotten as His child. In other
words, conversion means that those who would be the
heirs of the Kingdom must undergo a change of their
innermost nature! As Peter wrote many years later, we
become “ partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).

Christ did not spend His time reciting an endless
litany of new rules for His followers. Rather, He mag-
nified the “old rules’—showing what it was that God
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had really been after al aong. The question for
Christ's disciples to ask is this: What would God be
most pleased with? In order to illustrate what kind of
righteousness He desired, Jesus went on to specify six
statements from the law. He expressed what they
understood, then proceeded with the words “but | say
unto you” to lay out His authoritative interpretation of
the intent of the law (see box on next page). Christ gave
spiritual principles and illustrated them to explain
what the law REALLY meant. Thisiswhat the spirit of
the law is al about.

It may help to think of it this way. The spirit of
something is the enlivening or energizing principle. The
spirit of the law is the principle that gives the particular
doctrine (or law) its real purpose and vitality. Christ
wanted His followers to be motivated by a new way of
looking at life and dealing with others. They wereto be
developing the very mind of God! In other words,
Christ insists that if we are to inherit the Kingdom, we
must become just like our Father in heaven (Matt. 5:48).

Amplifying the Commandments

To give a practical illustration of the principles He
was teaching, Christ chose the sixth commandment,
“You shall not murder” (Ex. 20:13), and showed how
much more it meant than what they then understood.
Jesus explained that it was not just the physical act of
murder that would result in God's judgment, but unjus-
tified anger as well (Matt. 5:22). Expressions of con-
tempt are the outgrowth of feelings of anger and hostil-
ity. They reflect the spirit of murder. It's not enough
simply to refrain from intentionally killing someone.
Christ told His disciples to get rid of the very attitudes
that could motivate such an act.

He went on to emphasize that reconciliation with
fellow human beings goes hand in hand with reconcilia-
tion with God. We must have a willingness to make
amends and a desire to heal damaged relationshipsif we
expect to be received by our Creator. Reluctance to do so
indicates that the spirit of murder is being harbored
somewhere within us—somewhere below the surface.
And what's inside is critical. For God does not approve
of afalse front. He wants our relationships with others
and with Him to be pure—motivated by real, godly love.

After discussing the spirit of murder, Christ pro-
ceeded to discuss another of the Ten Commandments:
“You shall not commit adultery” (v. 27). He emphasized
again that avoidance of the physical act wasn't sufficient.
God desires much more of those who would inherit His
Kingdom. As Christ went on to explain, lustful thoughts
violate the spirit of the seventh commandment, even if

there are no physical acts accompanying them.

This surely must seem strange to many in modern Western
society where the appeal to lust permeates not only television,
movies and music, but even advertisements for everyday con-
sumer goods that don't really have anything to do with sexual
passion! Our culture is so pervaded by that which islustful and
sexualy provocative that these attitudes have come to seem
normal to us. So much so that the very idea of avoiding all sex-
ual activity outside of marriage is viewed by many as quite
unrealistic. This just shows how skewed our modern society’s
concept of redlity redly is. For if the reality of God, His King-
dom and His coming judgment were truly grasped, then we
would be willing to go to any lengths to avoid sin! (v. 30).

Examples from the Statutes

After quoting two of the commandments and showing the
real intent that underlay them, Jesus went on to quote two of
the statutes Maoses had given Israel. Again He proceeded to
explain God's real intent to his listeners—which was radical-
ly different from the teachings of the scribes and Pharisees.

First, Christ quoted from Deuteronomy 24:1, a statute
dealing with divorce. The emphasis put on this statute by the
Pharisees centered around the technicalities of what constitut-
ed avalid divorce certificate. The exact details became a con-
troversial subject of the day.

Once again, the Pharisees had clearly missed the whole
point. For God hates divorce! (Mal. 2:16).

Later in His ministry, when the Pharisees sought to draw
Him into one of their interminable arguments about the exact
meaning of this statute, Christ responded with an answer that
focused their attention on the spirit of the law (Matt. 19:1-9).
Rather than arguing with them, Jesus told them to reflect
upon God's origina intent. He reminded them that in the
beginning God had created one man and one woman. This
was a clear indication of the AlImighty’s design for the fami-
ly. “What God has joined together, let not man separate,’
Jesus commanded (v. 6). It's true that God had allowed this
practice because of the hardness of their hearts (v. 8), but
from the beginning it was never meant to be. Now, Jesus was
setting the record straight!

In Matthew 5:32, Jesus made it plain that one of the only
acceptable reasons for someone to take theinitiative in divorc-
ing a mate was because of serious and persistent acts of
immorality. The Greek word porneia, translated “fornication”
in the King James Version, was used in the Greek language to
not only indicate sexual activity prior to marriage, but also a
whole range of seriously immoral acts including homosexual
relations. The spirit and intent of God's law takes a very high
view of the sanctity of marriage. The Creator is not impressed

(continued on page 28)

Christ Reveals a
Greater Meaning

“You have heard that it was said to
those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and
whoever murders will be in danger of
the judgment.’ But | say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother with-
out a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment....

“You have heard that it was said to
those of old, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’ But | say to you that whoever
looks at a woman to lust for her has
already committed adultery with her in
his heart....

“It has been said, ‘Whoever
divorces his wife, let him give her a cer-
tificate of divorce.’ But | say to you that
whoever divorces his wife for any rea-
son except sexual immorality causes
her to commit adultery; and whoever
marries a woman who is divorced
commits adultery....

“You have heard that it was said to
those of old, ‘You shall not swear false-
ly, but shall perform your oaths to the
Lord.’ But | say to you, do not swear at
all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s
throne; nor by the earth, for it is His foot-
stool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city
of the great King....

“You have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.” But | tell you not to resist an evil
person. But whoever slaps you on your
right cheek, turn the other to him
also....

“You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But | say to you, love your
enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and
pray for those who spitefully use you
and persecute you.”

—Matthew 5:21-44
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re you approaching the age of
ASO—and perhaps dreading
it? Or do you wish you
could go back to that age? Do you
feel like a park statue? You know,
the kind that’s turned green, weath-
er-streaked and crumbly? The kind
that no one, even when standing
right in front of it, notices anymore?
The aging process surely makes
some women feel this way. And the
ways that other people see us—or
stop seeing us—are often the first
clues we have that we are growing
older.

“Hutton was pushing 45 when
the photographer Steven Meisel
thought of featuring her in a now-
famous Barneys New York ad. She
rejected the job again and again. ‘|
hadn't looked at a fashion maga-
zine for five years because it was
too painful, she says. ‘Everybody
in them was twenty-five years
younger. There was no one from
my generation. | kept feeling fur-
ther and further away from beauty.
Old. Worn-out. Faded'” (Gail

Sheehy, New Passages, p. 182).

Hutton’'s viewpoint is the same
as so many women of her genera-
tion. They feel that only the young
are beautiful! Western culture has
promoted that lie, harming many
women through the last 30 to 40
years! It is especially hard on those
accustomed to being appreciated for
their looks and compensated for
being pretty—such as models,
actresses, dancers, etc. But it doesn’t
stop there. For many other jobs are
also biased toward hiring young and
pretty girls.

Many of the fiftysomething set,
or those approaching it, don’t even
have the natural attributes of a
famous model such as Lauren Hut-
ton. Far too many of these women
suffer from internalized images of
themselves being shapeless, tired,
sexless—even useless!

Magnifying the problem is the
fact that Western women today are
living longer than at any time in the
last 1,000 years! Not only are we
living long enough to enjoy our

grandchildren, but many of us are
even able to watch our great-
grandchildren grow up. There has
been a revolution in the life cycle
(Thomas R. Cole, The Journey of
Life: A Cultural History of Aging in
America, 1992).

We thought our parents were
old when they turned 50. But today,
many women are seeking new
careersin our 60s! A prediction
from demographers is that a girl
born today has aone in three chance
of living to age 100! (Mann, Life
Expectancy).

Anthropologists tell us that
from antiquity to present day, life
has been divided into ages or
stages. Poets, scientists and
philosophers from Homer and Vir-
gil to Shakespeare and Freud have
sought to fill the need to find order,
and stability or predictability in the
cycle of life. For the first seven
decades of this century, life was
fairly predictable with certain
events taking place pretty well “on
schedule.” Most people did not

deviate from birth, graduation, mar-
riage, children, retirement, widow-
hood (or widowerhood) and death.
Chronological age pretty well set
the social prescription of the stan-
dard for normalizing certain roles,
responsibilities and events in one’'s
life. The boundaries of productive
adult life were usualy considered
to be ages 21 to 65. But since the
mid 70s, these norms are no longer
true. The stages of adulthood have
shifted forward by up to ten years.
Although children leave their child-
hood sooner, they take much longer
to grow up—and longer still to
grow old. True adulthood may now
not begin until age 30!

In its turn, middle age has been
pushed far into the 50s—when it is
acknowledged at al. Age 50 is now
what age 40 used to be, 60 is what
50 used to be, and so on.

Since the life cycle is ever
changing—with people growing
older more slowly and living
longer—many women are putting off
marriage and children until they have

become well established in their
careers. The tragic consequence for
some is that their biological clocks
have run out of time. After desperate-
ly trying to have a baby in their 40s,
some discover that they smply can’t
get pregnant, which can be shocking
since many women this age still fedl
vibrant and young.

Women turning up at infertility
centers in Southern California,
given this area’s obsession with
nutrition, fitness and youthful
appearance, look like virtual “Won-
der Women”—the most enviable
specimens of their age group. “ Forty
percent of the patients who come to
Dr. Richard Marrs, one of the most
respected fertility specialists on the
West Coast, are women from 40 up
to age 50. They are typically high
achievers who chose to delay preg-
nancy for career reasons. They can
pay the fees for fancy health clubs
or PTs (Personal Trainers) and go to
spas and stay in great shape.
They've ‘made a million,” but they
don’t have a child. And they're

desperate” (Sheehy). They wanted
the “good life” before they settled
down to the traditional role of moth-
erhood. But they waited too long.
Thus, many women are driven to
seeking medical miracles to help
them produce a baby.

According to some doctors, this
is not uncommon. It seems that
more and more “boomer” women
over 40 are drawn to having a baby
as away to delay the aging process.
Such a woman may believe that an
infant is an outward sign to every-
one around her that she is younger
than her birth certificate says sheiis.
But what does this do to the chil-
dren? By the time a child is 16, if
the parents were older at the time of
birth, it can make it difficult for
them to identify with him or her. At
a time when the parents should be
enjoying their retirement, they may
find themselves exasperated as they
try to guide an adolescent through
the awkward teen years.

Popular characters of fiction
such as Murphy Brown of American
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television fame serve to promote
the myth of flawless and ageless
femininity—that is, that awoman of
any age should be able to produce a
perfect baby.

In times past, in certain privi-
leged communities, like Manhat-
tan’s Upper East Side, well-married

women competed for who could
remain the thinnest. Has this “pas-
time” been traded in for who can
have the youngest child? One obste-
trician was quoted as saying, “It's
women trying to show up other
women, like having a larger dia-
mond ring. This [advanced repro-
ductive] technology which is sup-
posed to be doing things for women
may actually be working against
them. The message it sends is a
very chauvinistic one: the only
thing valuable a woman can do is
have babies. So prolong the magic
at any price. Show your powers. It's
very unhealthy” (Sheehy, p. 112).
The average child 100 years ago
was one of five and ahalf childrenin
afamily. Today the average child has
but one sibling. With fewer children,
parents have more money to spend
on themselves and their desires.
Unfortunately, it seems they aso
have a lot more inclination to
divorce. The want-it-all selfish atti-
tudes of many of the baby boomers
has in fact become a long-term, fun-
damental driving force in American
culture and that of other Western
nations. The obsession with self has
permeated the whole nation and our
society fairly reeks with it! We not
only want to stay young and thin, but
we want to use innocent human life

to perpetuate that ideal. How selfish!

What wasiit like for women 100
years ago? Or 200 years ago? Or
even 1,000? Were they as obsessed
with their image as so many women
seem to be today? It's hardly likely.
For one thing, they didn't have as
many mirrors in their homes or any-

now!” (Sheehy, p. 205).

Although experts can explain
the physical world around us, none
of us, it seems, understands what's
really going on in our lives. We live
in a society where anything is possi-
ble, but amost nothing is certain.
Many have shunted the awareness of
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where else for that matter. And in
general, they had a lot more physi-
cal labor. Our grandmothers and
great-grandmothers were so busy
nurturing and caring for their fami-
lies, many of them literally settling
this nation as pioneers, that they
never even dreamed about having
the opportunities that we women of
the 20th century enjoy. We can build
a career or pursue interests that
women of the past never had the
opportunity to do. And by the very
fact of increased longevity, people
today are going through more stages
of life than ever before. Perhaps this
is one reason why mental disorders,
psychoses and crises of identity are
seemingly at unprecedented levels.
When you think about it, the
“change of life” or menopause is
the death of our youth. Now no one
likes to think about death. But it is
just as much the birth of a new,
fully mature being. In this light,
“women who take the time to
evaluate wherethey are, physical-
ly, psychologically, spiritually, are
the ones who will move ahead;
they’ll be more balanced and pro-
ductive in their 50s and 60s. Think
of it this way, you're going to live
another 30 or 40 years inside this
house called your body. Don't let it
fall into ruin. Start renovating it
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a higher Power or Authority into the
realm of magic and mysticism. The
concept of a Creator, it seems, rep-
resents an affront to modern science
and technology. How sad and how
dangerous to leave God out of the
picture. Instead of dismissing Him,
we should be striving to order our
lives according to His will.

For example, knowing that our
own life cycleis changing and actual-
ly extending should encourage us as
women to take a persona inventory
of our lives, strengths and skills, and
see where we might be able to use
them for the betterment of the lives of
those around us—our loved ones and
our neighbors. With one foot planted
in the 20th century and one free to
plant it wherever we want to in the
next century, we have so much that
we can dream about doing. And with
the help of God, we can accomplish
much. We don’t have to worry about
the stigma of growing old and wrin-
kled. Instead, we can regjoice in the
precious wisdom God has given us.

And we can become grounded
and content once we gracefully
accept our maturity—complete
with wrinkles, sags, “roundness
and normal weight gain that comes
with it. Once grounded, we can
grow and build on what makes the
new “older woman” so valuable—

her unigqueness, her knowledge and
her experiences.

Even the Holy Scriptures teach
us the value of the older woman.
She should be able to teach younger
women how to love and respect
their husbands and their leadership.
She can share with them the lessons

she's aready learned in loving and
caring for her children, being a
good homemaker, and being dis-
creet and modest (Titus 2:3-5). This
can be the prime time of our lives
for those of us with an empty nest.
Just think of what we can do for
others. Our warmth, curiosity and
ease in relating to people, and how
we exude the fruit of God's Spirit—
the fruit of love, joy and peace—
become more important than physi-
cal appearance. These attributes,
along with godly wisdom, compas-
sion and a good sense of humor,
make up the heart and soul of our
humanity—the essence of our real
value to the community.

When God created mankind, He
created woman to be a helper to the
man. We can see by human experi-
ences over the thousands of years
since Creation that women have
indeed carried most of the burden of
caring for others. Yet many women,
and certainly many of the baby
boomers, have resisted this tradi-
tional role. Worse yet, some have
misled others by saying this tradi-
tiona role relegated the woman to
nothing more than her husband’s
“property.” Surely this contributed
to the Feminist Movement.

What they didn’t realize all
along was that God never intended

LT

for the woman to be aman’s “gofer.”

He intended, rather, that husband
and wife be partnersin life—and for
life. The husband might generally
focus on long-term goals. The wife
can help him by removing and man-
aging the short-term obstacles. In
this way, the family unit gets to

where it wants to go! Yet sadly, most
boomer women today only think of
themselves, what they can accom-
plish and how they can be fulfilled—
rather than dedicating themselves to
helping their husbands and serving
others with whatever skills and
capacities God has blessed them.
Many women forget that thereis
abook that can be read to help us go
through our life cycles. We can gain
strength from studying the examples
of others who have lived before us.
The holy women of old are models
of courage and strength. Their expe-
riences were written in the Bible so
that we could learn from them. If we
can apply thelessons from their lives
to ourstoday, just think what we can
accomplish! In the book of Judges,
Deborah was not only a prophetess,
but also a judge of the children of
Israel. And because of her courage,
strength and faith in God, Israel was
delivered in time of war and defeat-
ed the Canaanites! (Judges 4).
Hebrews 11 mentions Sarah asa
woman of outstanding faith.
Although she was past the age of
childbearing (having already gone
through menopause), she was
blessed by God in bearing Abraham
ason. She didn’'t have to go through
difficult and expensive medical pro-
cedures to become pregnant! It was

by the promise and blessing of God,
who used her in a mighty way. She
was the mother of the faithful, and
we are considered her daughters if
we do well! (1 Peter 3:6).

In the same book, Peter tells us
that our beauty should not just consist
of our appearance, clothing, makeup

or jewelry. Rather, our real beauty lies
in our gentle and quiet spirits. This
should be what we are known by, asit
is S0 very precious to God!

Mary, the mother of Christ, had
the most awesome blessing of all
women—that of giving birth to our
Savior, the Creator of the entire uni-
verse. Now wouldn’t you have loved
to have that opportunity?

The good news is that you can
have ample opportunities to serve
God and your fellow man. The new
“older you” can also be counted
among the faithful. With more time
to grow, learn and be productive, we
can be among those whom God con-
siders virtuous and precious in His
sight. Proverbs 31:10-31 is the most
perfect picture of the ideal godly
woman. She had motivation and zed
to help better her own circumstances
as well as those of her community
and, in turn, those of the nation.
This is the mirror in which all
women should examine them-
selves. It doesn’t matter to God that
we grow old, and become wrinkled
and gray. After al, He made our
bodies to function as they do.
Rather, what God seeks is that we
love, respect and obey Him, and
love our neighbors as ourselves. And
if we do, He will bless us and we
will praised by Him forever!
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s we approach the
year 2,000—the end
of a decade, a cen-

tury and a millennium—
+  questions about the future
. are on the minds of many.
" Are we heading, as some
suggest, for one world gov-
ernment that will bring peace
under the auspices of the United

Nations or the World Trade Organi-
zation? Will we see the emergence
of one world religion that will unite
al faiths and put an end to bloody
and violent religious conflict? Or are
we on the threshold of a time of
unparalleled turmoil on a global
scale that will split our modern
world asunder along political, cultur-
.+ g andrdigiouslines?

s The world's political map has cer-
tainly changed dramatically in the last
several decades. The globe-girdling
British Empire shrank and then evap-

orated. Colonid empires of Euro-

pean nations were liquidated. The
Soviet Union crumbled and broke
into pieces. East and West Ger-
many reunited, forming arelative-
ly strong and stable country, while
other Eastern European nations
are in a date of flux. Old hatreds
have reignited in the Balkans.
Outside of Europe, the Mus-
lim world has assumed a more
threatening posture. The young tigers
of Southeast Asia have lost their eco-
nomic claws and are mired in depres-
sion. The Chinese dragon has awakened
from its long slumber and is casting about
with hungry eyes. Are these merely random
events unfolding on the world scene, or is there
much greater significance to these devel opments? Are
we approaching acritical turning point in human history?
While foreign policy experts predict, political pundits
pontificate and talk-radio hosts stir everyone up, what often
b goes unnoticed today is that world events are beginning to closely
-nia ‘= i resemble the very situation that Christ said would mark the end of this age
and His return to the earth. Astonishing as it may seem, many of the
events making news today and even the forecasts of knowledgeable
observers are falling into line with long-pondered Bible prophecies.
The emerging parallels are sobering indeed!

24 The World Ahe

Nation Against Nation

Nearly two thousand years ago, the disciples asked
Jesus, “What will be the sign of Your coming, and of the
end of the age?’ (Matt. 24:3). He responded with a series
of detailed prophetic statements. Jesus words are
recorded in the Gospels—Matthew 24, Mark 13 and
Luke 21—where He repeatedly urges His disciples to
remain alert and be watchful. Vital detailsare aso found
in the books of Daniel and Revelation.

One of theinitial signs Jesus mentioned wasthat “you
will hear of wars and rumors of wars.... For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom” (Matt.
24:6-7). While we have always had wars to contend with,
there has generally been hope that peace would prevail.
This was the rationale behind founding the League of
Nations and the United Nations. Two world wars were
fought in this century in hope of ending all war! Howev-
er, not only have human efforts failed to secure lasting
peace, prominent forecasters are offering somber warn-
ings about the future that echo Jesus’ statements.

Professor Samuel Huntington of Harvard University
—aspecidist in strategic studies—sees the world of the
21t century breaking apart along the fault lines of reli-
gion and culture. In his provocative book, The Clash of
Civilizations and the Remaking of theWorld Order 1996,
Dr. Huntington writes, “In the emerging world, the rela
tions between states and groups from different civiliza-
tions will not be close and will often be antagonistic....
The most violent fault lines are between Islam and its
Orthodox, Hindu, African and Western Christian neigh-
bors... with the most intense conflicts occurring between
Muslim and Asian societies on one hand, and the West
on the other. The dangerous clashes of the future are
likely to arise from the interaction of Western arrogance,
Islamic intolerance, and Sinic assertiveness’ (p. 183).
Huntington is predicting increasingly antagonistic and
violent episodes involving the most popul ous nations on
earth in the years just ahead. Is it merely coincidence
that Jesus Christ said the same thing?

While many have criticized Dr. Huntington's idess,
eventsin the news today confirm statements he has been
making for the last five years. The global political stage
is being reconfigured along the lines of religion and cul-
ture, and the “ hot spotsin world politics are on the ‘ fault
lines' between civilizations’—Baosnia, Chechnya, Cen-
tral Asia, Tibet, Sri Lanka, Sudan, the Middle East, etc.
(jacket). Yahya Sadowski, a professor of International
Studies, observes that “ethnic conflict seems to have
supplanted nuclear war asthe most pressing issue on
the minds of policy makers’ (Foreign Policy, Summer
1998, p. 12). He dso states that “the number of ethnic

conflicts has continued to grow since the Cold War
ended’—at a dow and steady rate (p. 12). These con-
flicts, according to Sadowski, “are expressions of ‘ mod-
ern hate’ and largely the products of the twentieth centu-
ry” that will be extremely difficult to resolve (pp. 12, 22).

Jesus said that wars and rumors of wars—perhaps
ethnic conflict on a global scale—would be “the begin-
ning of sorrows’ (Matt. 24:8). It would herald the fast-
approaching end of the age. But as bad as ethnic vio-
lenceis, it will only be a prelude to even more devastat-
ing events (vv. 6-7). The Prophet Isaiah, writing in the
7th century B.C., also addresses this crisisthat will occur
at the end of the age, saying, “ The ambassadors of peace
shall weep hitterly”—seeing their efforts fail on a glob-
al scale as quarrdling nations pursue their own selfish
interests (Is. 33:7-9). These sobering events appear to be
a lot closer than most people would like to think!

Times of the Gentiles

Jesus refers to the period just before His Second
Coming asthe “times of the Gentiles’ (Luke 21:24). It is
to be characterized by vengeance, great distress, tumult
and war (cf. Ezek. 30:1-2; Joel 2). Inthe book of Daniel,
the four great Gentile empires prophesied to wield
power over the Mediterranean world, including the one
just prior to Christ’s return, are described as rapacious,
devouring beasts (chap. 7).

In striking contrast, the world has been strongly
influenced for the last several centuries by the religion
and culture of the Christian West. In spite of its short-
comings, thisinfluence has improved the lives of amost
everyone it touched—through education, sanitation,
infrastructure development and an emphasis on basic
human rights. The 20th century has been caled the
American Century. As Robert Kegan notes in a recent
article titled “ The Benevolent Empire,” most clear-eyed
international observersrealize that “in truth, the benevo-
lent hegemony exercised by the United Statesis good for
a vast portion of the world's population” (Foreign Poli-
cy, p. 26). The world has come to depend on the United
Sates being “the sole remaining superpower [and] guar-
antor of stability and prosperity” (p. 4). To understand
more about the unique role that certain Western nations
have played in world history, please request our free
brochure America and Britain in Prophecy.

However, with the waning influence of the United
States in the world and the rise of Islamic, Asian and
central European seats of power, the relative stability of
the last 50 years is poised to change. Regarding the cur-
rent world situation, one Asian critic of the West com-
ments “For the first time since the Universal Declaration
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[of Human Rights] was adopted in 1948 [by the UN],
countriesnot steeped in the Judeo-Christian and nat-
ural law traditionsarein thefirst rank. That unprece-
dented situation will define the new international poli-
cies of human rights. It will also multiply the occasions
for conflict” (Huntington, pp. 196-197). Dr. Huntington
has also observed that “a world without U.S. primacy
will be aworld of more violence and disorder and less
democracy and economic growth” (Foreign Policy, p.
26). Perhaps unknowingly, these students of internation-
a relations are describing the events that will precede
Christ’s return—a time dominated by Gentile powers.
Adding another detail to this prophesied end-time
scenario, Jesus stated that during the times of the Gen-
tiles, Jerusalem would be surrounded by armies and its
inhabitants killed or carried into captivity (Luke 21:20-
24). The modern nation of Israel, ever sinceitsinception
in 1948, has been surrounded by hostile Arab neighbors

rounding nations (vv. 41-42), eventualy moving his
headquartersto that area (v. 45). Reasonsfor the military
activities of this northern power could include securing a
source of ail to run its economy, attempting to ensure
open access of all faithsto Jerusalem or perhaps quelling
terrorism sponsored by the king of the South.

The identities of these two kings or powers have
long puzzled students of the Bible. The king of the
South is clearly identified in these verses as an alliance
of Middle Eastern nations (Egypt, Libya, etc.), which
today clearly fal in the Muslim bloc and would
undoubtedly be part of the Arab League. The king of the
North, as previously noted, will emerge from the
revived Roman Empire—something many feel to be
the ultimate destiny of the developing European Union.
Again, we must ask if it is merely coincidence that one
of the most critical flashpoints on earth today (accord-
ing to Huntington and others) involves the growing

next decade or two, Chinawill become the second-most-
powerful military power on earth, with economic power
to match. Most unsettling of all, perhaps, [isthat] China
has given numerous signals that it views the West as
its spiritual and practical adversary” (The Coming
Conflict with China, 1997, p. 21).

This adversarial stance that China is assuming
toward the West could have aripple effect in the Middle
East that would also tie into Bible prophecy. As Hunt-
ington comments, “China’s conflicts with the West...
mean that it will value partnerships with other anti-
Western states.... China's increasing needs for oil are
likely to impel it to expand its relations with Iran, Iraq,
and Saudi Arabia’ (p. 240). To purchase oil, China sells
armsto Middle Eastern countries. Thisarms-for-oil axis
has already created a bond between these cultures. If a
united European power were to move into the Middle
East, many observers suggest that Russia and Japan

could be a counterattack by forces oppos-

ing the European Beast power. If Russia,
China and other Asian nations are alied
together against a European empire, both
struggling for world domination, their
combined forces could reach staggering
numbers. A recent source estimates that
China alone has “a huge pool of 200 million
surplus laborers” and growing urban unrest
(Foreign Affairs, July/August 1998, p. 138).

In Revelation 16:12, we aretold that the water s of
the Euphratesriver will bedried up “so that the way of
the kings of the east might be prepared” as armies begin
to gather at Armageddon. Thiswide, fertile plain some 60
miles north of Jerusalem has been the site of many impor-
tant battlesin the history of the Middle East. Will a Euro-
pean Beast power shut off the water supply to Idamic
countries in the Middle East for palitical reasons? Could

Within the next decade or two, China will become the second-most-powerful military power on earth, with economic power to match.

that have resented its very existence and have sworn to
eventually push it into the Mediterranean Seal In recent
decades we have witnessed a succession of hostilities
between Arabs and Palestinians on the one hand and
Israglis on the other. The “Muslim-Jewish” Middle East
is a powder keg waiting to explode!

While some have suggested (based on interpretations
of Ezekiel 38-39) that Russia or a Russian-Arab confed-
eration will invade and occupy the Holy Land prior to
Chrigt’s return, those prophecies are actualy for a later
time. When correctly understood, the Bible revealsthat a
different Gentile power will invade and occupy Jerusalem
and various nations of the Middle East just prior to
Christ’'s Second Coming. This power will actually
emanate from the revived roots of the Roman Empirein
central Europe that the Bible refers to as the “Beast”
(Dan. 7:7, 23; Rev. 13:1-6). Its reappearance on the glob-
al political scene will astound the world (v. 3). It will last
for three and one half years (the times of the Gentiles)
just before the return of Jesus Chrigt to this earth.

North vs. South

One of the most detailed passages in Scripture
regarding the end of the ageisfound in Daniel 11. Here
we read that “at the time of the end the king of the South
shall attack [the king of the North]; and the king of the
North shall come against him like awhirlwind” inamas-
sive and devastating counterattack (v. 40). This king of
the North will occupy the Holy Land and various sur-
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assertiveness of Muslim nations in the Middle East
toward their Western Christian (and Jewish) neighbors.
More than one observer has suggested that what is
developing in the Middle East could devolve into amod-
ern“replay” of the Crusades of the Middle Ages! Are we
destined to witness another epic confrontation between
Christian Europe of the North and the Muslim nations of
the South? The developing picture fits the end-time
prophetic scenario outlined in the Bible like a glove!

Kings of the East

Daniel’s prophecies also revea that after this Euro-
pean Beast power (the king of the North) invades and
occupies much of the Middle East, “ news from the east
and north shall trouble him” (11:44). To the north and
east of Jerusalem lie two other would-be world powers
—Russia and China. It has only been in the last decade
that China has begun to reemerge as a potential world
power. With its huge population (1.2 hillion) and its
developing economy, Chinaisnow “the biggest player in
the history of man” (Huntington, p. 231).

Numerous observers suggest that with the reawak-
ening of this dumbering giant—with its designs of
becoming the dominant power in East Asia and control-
ling the sea lanes between the Indian and Pacific oceans
(i.e. Japan’s oil supply)—China has been placed on a
direct collision course with the Western World. Richard
Bernstein and Ross Munro, former Southeast Asia
bureau chiefs for Time magazine, assert that “within the

may take new sides. Huntington, who describes both
Russia and Japan as “swing” civilizations, says that “a
Russian-Chinese connection, like the Confucianism-
Islamic connection, [would be] a means of countering
Western power and universalism” (p. 243). Japan has
historically tended to align itself with the most relevant
dominant power. Her cultural ties, however, are much
closer to China than to the United States and the West.
Other Asian nations could also climb aboard China's
bandwagon.

Again, isit mere coincidence that we see a situation
developing in the world today that could push major
nations to the north and east of Jerusalem into the same
camp—as dlies? Might thisresult in astruggle against a
revived Roman Empire in the form of a European Beast
power that the Bible refers to as the king of the North?
Are biblical prophecies about the end of the age actual-
ly beginning to coincide with current developments on
the global stage?

A River Runs Dry

In Daniel 11:44, we learn that in response to dis-
turbing news from the north and east, this king of the
North “shall go out with great fury to destroy and anni-
hilate.” This military operation of the Beast power may
be what's described in Revelation 9, which uses the
imagery of an army of locusts (vv. 1-12). The last half of
this chapter describes the devastating activities of a 200
million-man army that lies beyond the Euphrates. This

this spark retaliation by Muslim allies to the north and
east? Turkey has built a series of huge dams across the
headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. They are
capable of cutting off the flow of water to several key
Islamic nations. A number of modern observers have pos-
tulated this very scenario. Once again, current events
appear to be merging with Bible prophecies.

Trouble Ahead

When we survey the world scene of spreading ethnic
conflict, the decline of stabilizing American influence
and the rise of Gentile powersin central Europe, the Mid-
die East and Asig, the future looks sobering. Remember
Christ’s prophecies—nations rising against nations, and a
tumultuous struggle for world domination by Gentile
powers in the north, south and east that culminates
around Jerusalem just before His Second Coming. These
prophecies written so long ago appear increasingly rele-
vant to our present eral

While dlite groups in the West envision aworld gov-
ernment built around the United Nations or some other
international organization, the emerging situation is actu-
ally quitedifferent. The UN isan organization in disarray,
in need of reform, that could “bicker itsalf into oblivion”
(The Economist, August 8, 1998, p. 22). The Internation-
al Monetary Fund, an organization designed to foster eco-
nomic devel opment around the world, and which has been
increasingly used by nations in economic turmoail as a
bank of last resort to stave off default on foreign debt, is
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itself fraught with problems and short on funds (Foreign
Policy, Summer 1998, p. 114). “Economic inequdity is
on the rise around the world” (p. 76).

On the religious front, Chrigtians in the West antic-
ipate a revivd as the new millennium dawns, and
prophecy buffs predict the emergence of one world reli-
gion as al nations are enthralled by the miracles of a
coming Antichrist. These ideas, too, may not square
with redlity. These are essentialy Western concepts
about the future that do not take into consideration the
more than 1 billion Chinese who tend to view the West
and itsreligious and cultural ideaswith distrust and even
disdain. For 800 million Muslims, Americais “the great
Satan,” and Christians are regarded as infidels and
appropriate targets for holy wars.

Numerous commentaries suggest that when the
Scriptures refer to the whole world following the
Beast and Antichrist, the reference may actually be to
the Roman or Christian world, not to all the inhabi-
tants of the earth (cf. Dan. 7:23 in Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, 1985, p. 93; Rev. 13:3, 7 in Clarke's
Commentary). Instead of one world religion, the
future will probably see religion pitted against reli-
gion around the world.

Although the immediate future appears to be vio-
lent and dangerous, there is good news ahead. Our
modern world may fragment along the lines of religion
and culture but the world will not end. The Gospel that
our Savior proclaimed and inspired in the Scripturesis
about a coming Kingdom of God. The Living Jesus
Christ is going to return to this earth as “King of kings
and Lord of lords’ (Rev. 19:16). He is going to return
with great power to set up a world-ruling Government
of God that will reign on this earth for 1,000 years
(11:15-18; 20:4-6). In fact, the Scriptures reveal that if
God did not intervene and cut short the mounting vio-
lence and physical carnage (exceeding anything the
world has ever yet experienced), mankind would face
total annihilation (cf. Matt. 24:21-22).

The Bible, however, emphatically states that Jesus
Christ IS going to return to establish real peace on this
earth (Is. 9:6-7). Even more exciting is that you can
have apart in thisincredible transformation. The saints,
those who are willing to come out of this world now
and learn to live by the laws of God and follow the
instructions of Jesus Christ, will be given the opportu-
nity to reign with Him in this world-ruling Government
(cf. Dan. 7:27; Rev. 5:10; 20:4-6). They will assist
Jesus Christ in teaching all mankind the way to real and
lasting peace (Is. 2:2-4; 30:20-21). For more informa-
tion on this vital topic, please request our free booklet,
Your Ultimate Destiny.

SPIRIT OF THE LAW
(continued from page 17)

by people looking for loopholes and technicalities in
an attempt to thwart His very purpose for mankind.
(For more information on the incredible future God
has in store for His children, please cal or write for
our free booklet, Your Ultimate Destiny.) Their failure
to follow the spirit of the law in this arealed Christ to
refer to the religious leaders of His day as an “evil and
adulterous generation” (12:39).

Another mgjor area in which the Pharisees totally
missed the point of what God was redlly after con-
cerns oaths. In Matthew 23:16-22, it's made clear that
they spent a lot of time debating which oaths were
more valid than others. Christ showed them just how
futile this was by emphasizing that God's real desire
and intent was for people to simply tell the truth on al
occasions. The idea that truth was obligatory under
certain conditions and not under othersis alien to the
very character and nature of our God.

Scripture is aways true (cf. John 17:17). God can
absolutely be counted on to fulfill His promises. Those
who would be part of the Kingdom that God is going
to establish must themselves be men and women of
truth. Christ emphasized to His followers that rather
than take any oaths whatsoever, they should simply let
their yes be yes and their no be no (Matt. 5:37).

How to Treat Others

There is something greater and nearer to the heart
of God than justice. That something is mercy! Christ
went on to explain that principle. “An eye for an eye
and atooth for a tooth” is quoted from Exodus 21:24
and subsequent places in the civil code that God gave
to ancient Israel. It wasn't talking about personal retal -
iation, but rather about the way in which justice was to
be administered by the civil courts. It simply meant
that the punishment should fit the crime. And the pun-
ishment dealt with value. The transgressor was to pay
the value of what it would cost the victim to lose a
tooth, for example.

In Christ’s day, however, many had come to view
“getting even” astheir God-given right. They used this
statement in the law as a basis to justify their quick-
ness to defend themsel ves against any perceived injus-
tices. Christ explained what God is looking for in our
handling of life's difficulties. In the first century it
wasn't uncommon for the Roman government to be
abusive to residents of occupied Palestine. Roman sol-
diers would sometimes force a man into service and

require him to carry the mail for amile. Consequently,
resentment seethed beneath the surface of Judean soci-
ety. The Zealots, who promoted armed rebellion, had
much sympathy from the people. But Christ explained
that those who would enter His Kingdom weren't
going to be “demanding their rights,” but rather would
show an example of giving and serving.

Christ emphasized the way of give in Matthew
5:41-42. Of course, as other verses show (cf. Acts 3:1-
6), what we actually give may not always be what is
requested. Nevertheless, an emphasis on “me, my and
mine’ is contrary to what God seeks to develop in His
children.

The other statement from the law that Christ select-
ed for comment was taken from Leviticus 19:18: “You
shall love your neighbor” Many of the Jews of that
time interpreted this scripture to mean that it was good
to show kindness to those who were your friends, but
you were certainly free to retaliate against those who
weren't. As with the other examples we've seen, those
who took this approach totally misunderstood the spir-
it of the law. Christ enjoined His followers to have the
very attitude of God Himself.

Helping those who help you is something that
makes sense even to those who make no pretense of
religion. Once when Christ discussed the importance
of loving our neighbor with a religious scholar, he
sought to justify himself for his lack of loving con-
cern for his fellow humans. He asked Christ this
guestion: “Who ismy neighbor?’ (Luke 10:29). Jesus
responded by telling the story of a man who was
beaten, robbed and left for dead by the side of the
road. A priest and a Levite both passed by the scene
and continued on their way. Finally a Samaritan came
along and stopped to render aid. After concluding the
story, Christ asked the question, “So which of these
three do you think was neighbor to him who fell
among the thieves?’ (v. 36). Clearly, the one who
stopped and helped. The meaning is clear. We must
be a neighbor to anyone with whom we come into
contact.

Christ’s whole emphasis in expounding the spirit
of the law was to show that God wants us to become
just like Him! The spirit of the law is an expression of
God's intent and purpose for each one of us. Do Chris-
tians have to keep the commandments? Absolutely!
But not merely in the letter—rather in their full spirit
and intent.

Watch for the final installment of our series on the
Sermon on the Mount in our next issue. We will be
examining Christ’s authoritative teachings concerning
relationships with both God and our fellow man.
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God appreciates our thanks. In fact, in Psalm
50:14 He commands us: “ Offer to God thanksgiving,
and pay your vows to the Most High.”

A national day of thanksgiving to God for al His
blessings must be pleasing to Him. But does our
Thanksgiving Day really reflect an attitude of thankful-
ness? Thelesson of the ancient Israglites showed us that
as they began to prosper, they quickly forgot God, and
their thankfulness toward Him vanished. And as they
forgot God, they replaced Him with other, false gods.

Have we begun to worship false godsin our nation?
Do we even know the true God—the Creator—the One
to whom we should give thanks?

The latest edition of the Encyclopedia of Amer-
ican Religions lists more than 2,100 religious
groups, a figure that has nearly doubled in the last
20 years. This number includes 3.5 million Mus-
lims, 750,000 Bhuddists and every fringe group
from White Supremacists for Jesus to fanatic star-
gazers waiting to hitch a ride from passing space
aliens! Though nine out of ten believe that God
exists, there is a chasm of disagreement about just
what He is. Eight out of ten American adults con-
sider themselves to be Christians, but most are hazy
at best about the basic tenets of their faith. George
Barna, in The Index of Leading Spiritual Indicators,
concludes that “America is transitioning from a
Christian nation to a syncretistic, spiritually diverse
society.” We have difficulty being thankful toward
God today. It's not because we watch football on
Thanksgiving Day. And it’s not because we enjoy a
turkey dinner with our family. But perhaps the phys-
ical blessings that Thanksgiving is meant to recog-
nize have seduced us into forgetting just Whom we
should thank.

In Deuteronomy 8, we find all the blessings God
said He would bring to Israel. But we also find a
warning. “When you have eaten and are full, then you
shall bless the LORD your God for the good land
which He has given you. Beware that you do not for-
get the LORD your God by not keeping His com-
mandments, His judgments, and His statutes which |
command you today, lest—when you have eaten and
are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in
them... then you say in your heart, ‘ My power and the
might of my hand have gained me this weadlth’.... As
the nations which the LORD destroys before you, so
you shall perish”! (vv. 10-20).

Let us never forget Whom to thank!




EDITORIAL

(continued from page 3)

these nations. The booklet titled Fourteen Sgns Announcing Christ’s Return tells you a number of specific events
that herald the Second Coming of our Savior. And our booklet, The Beast of Revelation, is a powerful, thoroughly
documented work describing the coming Beast power in Europe.

If youwill cal or writefor and actualy STUDY each of these booklets—comparing them carefully with the prophet-
ic statements in your Bible—you will indeed build a strong foundation for your understanding of biblical prophecy.

Here, then, are some of the main prophetic events you should watch for as you read a good daily newspaper (the
best source!) or weekly news magazine, tune into television news or listen to radio news broadcasts: Jesus Olivet
prophecy in Matthew 24, what John saw in Revelation 6, and parallel propheciesfor both ancient and modern | srael—
including the United States, Canada and Great Britain—as given in Leviticus 26:14-35 and Deuteronomy 28:15-68.

First, primarily following the pattern in Matthew 24, notice that Jesus speaks of false ministers—those who
come in His name but who preach a different message than what He taught. He says these men will deceive
MANY! Next, we find wars and rumors of wars coming upon the earth leading to the time of the end. And with
modern radio and television, it’s actually much easier to document the seemingly endless parade of one armed con-
flict after another. Next—affecting even the United States and the British-descended peoples—are famine and dis-
ease epidemics. New killer pathogens like the Ebola virus will appear—spawning diseases that medical science
simply will not be able to control.

Earthquakes are another plague prophesied in the end times. They will increase both in frequency and destructiveness.

God also indicates that He will have to break the “pride of power” of modern America, Britain and Canada
(Lev. 26:19). We still have a great deal of power. But we're increasingly afraid to use it—don’t seem to know how
to use it—and have lost our sense of national purpose. This “malaise” will only worsen with time.

Even as disasters strike the nations of modern Israel, there will also be increasing persecution of the true
Church of God. Matthew 24:9 describes the time when God's true servants will be “hated by ALL nations” for
Christ’s sake. Think about it. They can't be hated by all nations unless they become reasonably prominent. And
they won't be reasonably prominent, no doubt, until a powerful “witness’ is given by the true Church as Jesus pre-
dicted (v. 14). So, somewhere on this earth, God will be doing a great Work of warning and witnessing.

During thistime frame, watch for the “Beast” of Revelation to arise and a False Prophet to appear in Europe. Soon,
strange and unusua miracles will be done by this great false rligious leader (Rev. 13:11-14; 2 Thess. 2:7-10). This will
be accompanied by continued deterioration of the mord fabric of the American and British-descended peoples—illicit sex
of dl types, increasing substance abuse, crime, youth violence and absolute hedonism (cf. 2 Tim. 3:1-6).

Toward the end, there will be real starvation that accompanies the horrifying disease epidemics. Then, the
“abomination of desolation” will occur (Matt. 24:15). It will be a powerful warning for God'’s true people to pre-
pare to flee. The book of Daniel indicates that a strong military alliance and leader referred to as the “king of the
south” will provoke the European Beast power, who will then counterattack and take over the nation of Israel and
much of the Middle East (11:40-45). So we need to watch the Middle Eastern nations for the rise of a coming
“mahdi” —perhaps a politico-religious leader who will sweep the Arab world and stir it up against the West.

When God's faithful and zealous people are finaly taken to safety (Rev. 3:10; 12:14-17), the Gresat Tribulation
will begin (Matt. 24:21-22; Dan. 12:1). This time of horrifying persecution and violence directed primarily against
the true Church and the “house of Israel” will shake the entire Western World and have its effects, in fact, all over the
earth leading finally to the “day of the Lord”—the time of God's direct intervention and supernatural punishment of
all nations. During this time, most of God's faithful and obedient people (Rev. 14:12) will be in a place of safety.

All of us should zealously watch these world events as they unfold according to God's pattern. And, as Jesus
said, we should be PRAYING that we would be accounted worthy to escape the coming horrors and persecution.
Aswe pray, we should ask God to cleanse us and purge us—to make us fit to be in His Kingdom. We should con-
sciously yield ourselves as instruments in His hands—asking fervently for Jesus Christ to live His life within us
(cf. Gal. 2220 KJV). | hope and pray that all of our readers will heed the warning in God's end-time message.

Wil Eant
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